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1. Message from the Chair 
On behalf of the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission (MPHRC), I am pleased 
to present the Commission’s 2025 Annual Report. 

The past year marked an important period of transition and renewal for harness racing 
regulation throughout Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. The 
Commission continued its commitment to maintaining integrity, fairness, safety, and 
accountability while supporting a vibrant and sustainable racing industry. 

Throughout 2025, the Commission worked closely with racetrack operators, horse people, 
racing officials, provincial partners, and national organizations to promote consistent 
regulation and transparent decision-making. Its responsibilities included oversight of pari-
mutuel racing, licensing, rule enforcement, appeals, and regulatory compliance activities. 

The Commission recognizes and appreciates the contributions of owners, trainers, drivers, 
grooms, breeders, veterinarians, officials, volunteers, racetrack staff, and fans. Their 
dedication continues to strengthen the Maritime harness racing industry and preserve its 
important agricultural, cultural, and economic role within our region. 

Glen Rankin 
MPHRC, Commission Chair 
 

 

2. About the Commission 
The Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission is the regional regulatory body 
responsible for governing, regulating, and supervising harness racing in the Maritime 
provinces. 

The Commission oversees harness racing activities associated with pari-mutuel wagering 
and is responsible for racetrack oversight, licensing, rules of racing, appeals, compliance, 
and regulatory enforcement. 

Operating from its head office in Kensington, Prince Edward Island, the Commission 
serves Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. Its regional approach 
promotes consistent standards while respecting the unique characteristics of each racing 
jurisdiction. 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

3. Mandate and Legislative Authority 
The Commission’s mandate is to regulate and oversee harness racing throughout the 
Maritime provinces. 

Key responsibilities include: 

• Governing and supervising harness racing and racetrack operations; 
• Establishing and maintaining uniform Rules of Racing; 
• Licensing racetrack operators and industry participants; 
• Establishing licensing conditions and fees; 
• Conducting regulatory reviews and investigations; and 
• Taking enforcement action when necessary to protect the integrity of racing. 

In 2025, legislative changes supported the transition from the Atlantic Provinces Harness 
Racing Commission framework to the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission 
framework, reflecting the current regional structure for live racing oversight in Prince 
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick. 

 

 

 

4. Governance and Administration 
The Commission is governed by appointed Commissioners who have experience and 
knowledge relevant to harness racing, adjudication, regulation, and strategic oversight. 

Commissioners provide governance and leadership, review regulatory matters, hear 
appeals, and ensure the Commission fulfills its public-interest mandate. 

Administrative operations are supported by Commission staff and racing officials 
responsible for licensing, race-day supervision, rule enforcement, communications, 
stakeholder engagement, and regulatory compliance. 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Governance Area 2025 Focus 
Commission Oversight Regional regulation, policy direction, 

appeals, and accountability 
Administration Licensing, communications, records 

management, stakeholder service, and 
reporting 

Race Officials Race-day supervision, rule interpretation, 
enforcement, and reporting 

Industry Partners Racetrack operators, horse people, 
provincial governments, and national 
organizations 

 

5. 2025 Year in Review 
The 2025 year was marked by regulatory continuity, enhanced communication, and 
organizational transition. 

Key accomplishments included: 

Regional Identity 

The Commission officially returned to the Maritime Provinces Harness Racing Commission 
name effective September 1, 2025, following legislative changes and the departure of 
Newfoundland and Labrador from the regional framework. 

Rule Modernization 

The Commission implemented updates to the Rules of Racing to support consistency, 
clarity, and effective regulatory oversight. 

Race-Day Transparency 

Public-facing Senior Judges’ Reports continued to provide transparency on race-day 
reviews, inquiries, and official decisions. 

Participant Engagement 

Regular meetings, notices, and communications helped ensure participants remained 
informed regarding rules, safety expectations, and compliance requirements. 

Animal Health and Safety 

The Commission continued to monitor equine health matters and communicate 
requirements and advisories to participants and racetrack operators. 

 



   
 

   
 

6. Regulatory Oversight and Racing Integrity 
Maintaining racing integrity remains central to the Commission’s mandate. 

Throughout 2025, the Commission supervised race-day operations, reviewed incidents 
and rulings, conducted hearings, and administered appeals according to established 
procedures. 

The Commission’s regulatory framework is designed to: 

• Promote fair competition; 
• Protect participants and horses; 
• Support due process; 
• Maintain public confidence in pari-mutuel wagering; and 
• Ensure consistent application of the Rules of Racing. 

Integrity initiatives included supervision of racing officials, publication of rulings and 
appeal decisions, review of race incidents, and ongoing communication regarding rule 
interpretation and compliance expectations. 

 

7. Licensing, Rules, and Compliance 
The Commission licenses racetrack operators and individuals participating in harness 
racing, including owners, trainers, drivers, grooms, and other industry participants. 

Licensing promotes accountability, establishes eligibility requirements, and gives the 
Commission the authority to impose conditions where appropriate. 

Throughout 2025, the Commission maintained its focus on transparent communication, 
consistent rule enforcement, and clear compliance expectations across all jurisdictions. 

Licensing Statistics 
Category Number 
Owners 1,150 
Drivers 161 
Trainers 213 
Grooms 194 
Total Members 1,718* 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Industry Activity 
Measure 2025 Result 
Race Dates 208 
Rulings Issued 232 
Appeals Heard 13 

*The total of 1,718 licensed members reflects the strength and commitment of the 
Maritime harness racing industry. 

 

8. Racetrack Operations and Industry Engagement 
The Commission works closely with racetrack operators and industry participants to 
support safe, fair, and efficient racing operations. 

Engagement activities throughout 2025 included: 

• Driver and paddock meetings; 
• Industry consultations; 
• Rule update communications; 
• Public notices; 
• Stakeholder discussions; and 
• Operational support for racetrack management 

These activities promoted awareness, consistency, and compliance throughout the racing 
season. 

9. Strategic Priorities for 2026 
The Commission’s priorities for 2026 include: 

Integrity 

Continue strengthening regulatory oversight and enforcement. 

Transparency 

Enhance public reporting, communications, and stakeholder engagement. 

Equine Welfare 

Maintain a strong focus on horse health, safety, and welfare initiatives. 



   
 

   
 

Regulatory Consistency 

Support training and consistency among officials while reviewing rules for clarity and 
effectiveness. 

Industry Sustainability 

Work collaboratively with racetrack operators, governments, and industry stakeholders to 
support a sustainable and accountable racing sector. 

 

 

10. Financial Overview 
The Commission remains committed to responsible financial management while investing 
in programs that support racing integrity, compliance, and public confidence. 

Category 2025 2024 
Revenue $888,542 $806,946 
Operating Expenses $761,093 $760,106 
Program and Regulatory Expenses $148,216 $111,864 
Annual Surplus (Deficit) ($168,163) ($59,194) 

The increase in program expenditures reflects continued investments in drug testing, 
human testing programs, investigations, training, appeals, and other integrity initiatives. 

 



   
 

   
 

 

11. Appendices 
Appendix A – Commissioners and Commission Staff 
Group Name Role / Province Appointment 
Staff Derek Folland Director of Racing Appointed February 

2026 
Staff Julie MacDonald Administrative 

Assistant 
Appointed February 
2026 

Commissioner Glen Rankin Nova Scotia; Chair Appointed 2024 
Commissioner Lowell Crowe Nova Scotia Appointed 2020 
Commissioner Dawn Hubbard New Brunswick Appointed 2023 
Commissioner Vacant position New Brunswick  
Commissioner Roger DesRoches Prince Edward 

Island 
Appointed 2025 

Commissioner Cam MacPhee Prince Edward 
Island 

Appointed 2026 

 

 

Appendix B – Race Dates by Racetrack 
Race dates and signature events by racetrack: 

Racetrack Race Dates Signature Event 
Red Shores Charlottetown 83 Gold Cup and Saucer 
Red Shores Summerside 34 Governors Plate 
Northside Downs 29 JA Ferguson Memorial 
Truro Raceway 27 Atlantic Grand Circuit 
Inverness Raceway 25 Phil Pinkney Memorial 
Connell Park Raceway 10 Barrieau McIsaac Memorial 
Total 208  

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Appendix C – Licensing Statistics 
License designations by category: 

License Category Number 
Owners 1,136 
Drivers 171 
Trainers 211 
Grooms 197 
Total license designations 1,715 
Note: Many individuals hold more than one licensee category, so this total is not a count of 
unique people 

 

Appendix D – Rulings and Appeals Summary 
Track rulings and appeals summary: 

Track / Category Number 
Red Shores Charlottetown 86 
Red Shores Summerside 47 
Northside Downs 36 
Truro Raceway 25 
Connell Park Raceway 13 
Inverness Raceway 12 
Total track rulings 219 
Appeals heard 13 

 

 

Appendix E – Equine Drug Control 
Testing program results: 

Testing Program Samples Compliance Rate 
TC02 Tests Performed 1,970 99.95% 
Out-of-competition Tests 113 100% 
Post-race Samples 4,492 99.98% 

The MPHRC’s ongoing commitment to comprehensive testing supports consistently high 
compliance rates across its equine drug control programs. 

 



   
 

   
 

 

Appendix F – Financial Statements 
Attachment Description 
Financial statements Approved audited financial statements 

prepared by Doane Grant Thornton LLP are 
attached. 
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